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The annual AWEA wind power rankings (as of December 31, 2007) are listed below. Pages 2-7 provide quotes from wind power leaders 

and the top five rankings in each category.  Pages 8-14 provide tables and graphs with full rankings and detailed information.  One 
megawatt of wind power produces enough electricity on average to serve 250 to 300 homes. 

Top five states with most wind power installed,  
by cumulative capacity and by new capacity added in 2007, in megawatts (MW) 

  
 

Top Five States TOTAL INSTALLED by 2007   Top Five States NEW CAPACITY ADDED in 2007 
 

 State Total installed capacity (MW) 
 

 Texas 4,446 
 

 California 2,439 
 Minnesota 1,299 
 Iowa 1,271 
 Washington 1,163 

 

 
 State Capacity added in 2007 (MW) 

 
 Texas 1,618 

 
 Colorado    776 
 Illinois    592 
 Oregon    447 
 Minnesota    405 

 
 
 
Texas is firmly established as the leader in wind power development and has racked up a 60% increase from its installed capacity of 2,768 
MW at the end of 2006.  Minnesota, Iowa, Washington and Colorado all broke the 1,000 MW mark in cumulative capacity in 2007.  
 

"Texas is the nation's leader in wind energy thanks to our long-term commitment to bolstering 
renewable energy sources and diversifying the state's energy portfolio," said Texas Gov. Rick Perry. 
"Wind power plays an essential role in providing Texans clean, affordable and reliable energy, and 

we hope to continually expand our generation capacity far into the future." 
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Largest turbine manufacturers in 2007,  
by installed capacity (MW) and number of turbines 
  
Turbine Capacity  Number 
Manufacturer installed (MW) of turbines  
 
GE Energy 2,340 1,560 
 
Vestas 953 537 
Siemens 863 375 
Gamesa 574 287 
Mitsubishi 356 356 
 
The fast-growing U.S. wind market continues to attract large 
manufacturing companies. The wind industry installed over 3,200 
turbines in 2007, with a total generating capacity of over 5,200 MW.  
With 1,560 units installed, the GE 1.5-MW turbine is the most widely 
used.   
 
 
Largest wind turbines installed in the U.S.  
(rated capacity, in MW) 
 
Rated Turbine Locations 
capacity (MW) manufacturer installed 
 
 3 Vestas CA, TX 
 2.5 Clipper, Nordex IL, IA, MN, NY, WY 
 2.3 Siemens MN, ND, OR, TX, WA 
 2.1 Suzlon IA, MO, OK 
 2 Gamesa CA, IL, IA, MN, PA, TX 
 
These turbines stand 90 meters to 150 meters tall (300—to almost 500 
feet). Within each rated capacity, the length of the blades and height of 
the towers can vary to accommodate specific location and wind speed 
needs. Larger, taller turbines catch better winds at higher elevations and 
are more powerful because of the larger area swept by the blades; 
advances in technology such as sophisticated power electronics and high-
tech materials also increase productivity.    

“In 2007, Vestas had a global market share in the 
multi-megawatt wind turbine segment (+2.5 MW)  
of 85%. We are currently investing heavily in facilities 
to provide the foundation for developing even more 
reliable and competitive products, and help drive the 
wind industry forward,” said Jens Søby, President of 
Vestas Americas.  
 
“Vestas Technology R&D is currently establishing the 
wind industry’s largest R&D facility in Denmark, and 
in 2009 we will expand our research and 
development activities to the USA with a new R&D 
center. The U.S. has one of the best wind resources in 
the world. With the right political framework in place, 
this country can become a world leader in the fast-
growing wind industry.” 

"This achievement reflects the tremendous strides wind 
power is making in becoming a mainstream option for 
meeting growing electricity demand," said Victor Abate, 
Vice President-Renewables for GE Energy.  "We are 
confident that wind power - an abundant, reliable and 
carbon-free resource – will continue to play a key role in 
the energy future of this country."  
 
Abate also sees the need for the U.S. to adopt "stable 
renewable policies, such as a long-term production tax 
credit (PTC) for wind projects. Such standards would 
sustain the industry's momentum, creating more jobs and 
economic opportunities while helping the country to 
further increase its supply of renewable energy and reduce 
dependence on foreign energy sources."   
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ÒWind power is an integral part of our 
generating portfolio, and it has become 
a significant part of our nation's 
response to environmental challenges 
like climate change," said Dick Kelly, 
chairman, president and CEO of Xcel 
Energy. "With the right public policy, it 
will be a growing and affordable part of 
our long-term plans." 

“Great River Energy believes in 
conducting business in a way that 
benefits our members and supports a 
sustainable environment,” said 
Renewable Energy Project Leader 
Mark Rathbun. “One way we do this is 
to take advantage of Minnesota’s 
vast and rich wind resources. Our 
progressive legislative body also 
passed one of the most aggressive 
renewable energy standards in the 
country, setting the bar even higher in 
the future. We are proud of our 
accomplishments to date, and will 
continue to work hard to deliver 
significant renewable resources to 
our members and customers.” 

“CPS Energy has been actively pursuing 
a diversified energy supply strategy for 
nearly four decades, and wind energy is 
a key focus for us right now,” said Mike 
Kotara, Executive Vice President of 
Energy Development at CPS Energy.   
 
“Between our wind energy and nuclear 
generation, over 40% of our generated 
energy is emissions-free.  Our 
policymaking Board of Trustees set a 
goal of achieving renewable-energy 
capacity equal to 15% of our 
customers’ peak demand, and we are 
well on our way toward achieving that 
target.  Wind energy will continue to be 
a growing part of our supply portfolio 
for years to come.” 

Utilities with the most wind power on their system  
(power purchased or projects owned with the power going to the utility’s customers) (MW) 

Investor Owned Utilities (IOU) 
 
IOU MW 
 

Xcel Energy 2,635 
 
MidAmerican Energy 1,201 
Southern California Edison 1,026 
Pacific Gas & Electric 878 
Luminant (formerly TXU) 704 
 
 
Xcel Energy remains the leader for the 
third year.    

Public Power Utilities 
 
Public Utility MW 
 

CPS Energy (San Antonio) 501 
 
Austin Energy 274 
 
MSR Public Power  
Agency (California) 200 
 
Seattle City Light 175 
 
Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District 106 

Rural Electric Cooperatives 
 
Rural Electric Coop MW 
 

Great River Energy 218 
 
Last Mile Electric  
Cooperative 205 
 
Basin Electric 137 
 
Lower Colorado River Authority  106 
(purchases 116 MW & resells 10 MW to Austin Energy)
  
Minnkota Power Cooperative 101 

As more utilities become 
involved in the wind market, 
AWEA introduces the rankings 
of public power (municipal) 
utilities & rural electric 
cooperatives (co-ops).
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Percentage of Wind Generation by State
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